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The James R. Jordan Foundation is dedicated to creating 
networks of support for families and communities. We   
exist to strengthen families, motivate youth and ensure high 
quality academic opportunities for children in underserved 
communities. Together with our partners, we make a      
difference. We empower children to achieve their full    
academic potential, and we level the playing field for them 
to become productive contributors in society. 

 

http://www.jamesjordanfoundation.com/


Dear Friends, 
  
It gives me great pleasure to serve as Corporate Board President of the James R. Jordan   
Foundation, an organization dedicated to ensuring high-quality educational opportunities to 
students and empowering youth to achieve their full academic potential. 
  
As I look back at the 2014-2015 school year, I am delighted to see students eagerly taking ad-
vantage of the resources provided by the Foundation to improve their academic experiences. 
The A-Team Scholars improved student achievement through the provision of  support, resources, 

scholarships, and leadership skill-building. In all three of the Foundationõs Chicago Public 
School partners, we saw improvement in the number of students enrolled in the program as 
well as those earning scholarship awards.   I was honored to award these deserving students 
with a certificate and medal during our program year end celebration at Brookfield Zoo. The 
Foundations Young Entrepreneur Program in 2014-2015 expanded to include S.T.E.M 
(science technology, engineering and mathematics) which exposes our students for the next 
level of education. Leveling the playing field of entry to S.T.E.M. careers and social entrepre-
neurship. 
 
We recently hired a Reading Specialist, to enhance and improve literacy with our students in 
the Read with Me! Program.   She is a dedicated professional in the Education industry, with 
experience in mentoring and structuring curriculum to accommodate student learning styles, 
knowledge in education policies and policy writing.    

 
Looking forward, the Foundation will enhance programming in 2015-2016 increasing our men-
tor volunteer base with company partnerships. Working with students facing the challenges of  liv-
ing in poverty, we realize that mentoring is a key tool to helping them address daily pressures.  
 
Mentoring will strengthen efforts in reducing poverty, truancy, drug abuse and violence; and pro-
mote healthy decision-making, positive behaviors, and strong futures.  The Foundationõs belief is 
that education and a strong support system is a pathway out of  poverty.   

 
I look forward to the upcoming year and the opportunity to again be a part of the success of 
the James R. Jordan Foundation and the students and families we serve. 
  
  
Best Regards, 
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The goal of A-Team Scholars is to       

increase educational opportunities for  

students in underserved communities.  

Students in grades 4-12 are awarded 

scholarship money based on scholastic 

achievement, character and integrity. 

They receive $50 for every òAó and $25 

for every òBó earned per quarter in  

reading, math, writing and science.  The 

scholarships are invested in Bright    

Directions 529 college savings plans, 

and are available to the students upon 

enrollment in a higher education or    

vocational program. 

 

Eight students met the rigorous requirements of the A-Team Scholars program each quarter, 

and maintained straight Aõs in four core subjects: reading, math, writing and science, earning 

each a ticket to Disney World!  These  students, from Nathaniel Dett, William H Brown and 

Sherman School of Excellence, along with immediate family members enjoyed  an all-

expenses paid trip to Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida for 4 days and 3 nights, 

sponsored by United Airlines.   

United Family Dream Vacation  

On June 10th, students from William Brown, Victor Herbert and Sherman Elemen-

tary celebrated their achievements at Brookfield Zoo for our annual Year-End Cele-

bration.  A-Team Scholars program celebrated 121 students for their academic  suc-

cess throughout the school year. K-LOVE Radio kicked off the event with music, 

followed by the awards presentation in which each student was recognized with a 

medal and award certificate.   

Year-End Celebration  

4 



2014-2015 Graduation Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òA huge Thank You to the James Jordan 
Foundation for supporting Smith School. 
Because of his grades and school attendance 
from 4th grade thru high school he received 
over $5,600.00 to go towards his college 
schooling. It surely pays to stay in school and 
get good grades. We are very lucky to have 
the support of the James Jordan Founda-
tion.ó 

- Missy Siuda Catania   

Mother of  Nicholas Catania, 

2014 graduate class 
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ò òMy biggest take away from the A-Team was to strive for 
the best and to take my education seriously. Many stu-
dents do not get the opportunity to go to college.  Being a 
first generation graduate is something to be proud ofé 
A-Team has helped me with college tuition and readiness 
workshops. Also, by allowing me to share my experience 
with the younger generation letting them know that col-
lege is the best choice.  

     ó 
Cherese Hamp   
Senior,  Millikan University 
A-Team Scholars Class of 2012  
Speaker for 14-15 A-Team graduation dinner  

https://www.facebook.com/msiudacatania?fref=ufi&rc=p

