Helping Students

Connect. Maximize. Advance

Connect
Connect students to resources through partnerships.
The goal of A-Team Scholars is
to increase educational opportunities for students in underserved communities. Students
in grades 4-12 are awarded
scholarship money based on
scholastic achievement, character.
Pictured Left, Top and Middle:
Capital One team members mentors A-Team student during a session at R. Nathaniel Dett. During
this time students and mentors
discuss the importance of staying
in school and continuing education.
Pictured Bottom Left: Marie
Abdel-Malek, Northern Trustemployee, spoke to 8th grade girls at
R. Nathaniel Dett. During her two
years as mentor, Marie has shared
with students the importance of
time management, how high
school is a time for growth and
that education leads to success.
Pictured Bottom Right: Jerone
Thadison gives the keynote address
at the 2018 A-Team Graduation
Dinner. Jerone is an A-Team
Alumnus and Police Officer with
the University of Chicago Police
Department. His words of wisdom
highlighted a lifetime of hard work
and how JRJF helped him overcome challenges and begin new
adventures.
Pictured Top Right: The JRJD
2017 A-Team, who were able to
attend the Graduation pose with
fellow scholars displaying award
certificates. Pictured Middle and
Bottom Right: A-Team Scholars
posed with family and friends.
Pictured Bottom Left Corner:
One of several college preparedness gift baskets, students had an
opportunity to win, along with
other prizes and giveaways.
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2017-2018 A-Team High School Graduation Dinner
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During the school year, students attend Saturday sessions and outings to learn a wide variety
of skills and S.T.E.A.M. subject. These subjects
include but are not limited to: cybersecurity and
its everyday application, virtual reality, coding,
art computation, and network and computer
programming. In the summer months, students
continue their S.T.E.A.M. while also gaining
self-confidence, cultural awareness, and teamwork skills. S.T.E.A.M. also includes parents.

Maximize
Maximizing students ‘ potential and opportunities to grow

Pictured one Left and Right Pages: Students caught in
moments of curiosity as they discover, learn and have fun.
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Family Space Camp
In Spring 2018, four S.T.E.A.M. students and their parents attended Family Space Camp in Alabama. The students
and their parents learned about the history of space exploration and the upcoming mission to Mars in 2020. Additionally, they got a glimpse of space through the eyes of the astronauts as they, tried on space suits, participated in simulated missions, built and launched rockets and explored inside the insides of space modules. Two activities that were
favorites for the group were trying out the 1/6th Gravity Chair, a simulator which allowed them to experience what it
feels like to walk across the moon, and taking a spin in the Multi-Axis Trainer, which astronauts use to prepare themselves for disorientation that might occur in emergency conditions during flight. The learning experiences at Space
Camp as well as the travel to Alabama allowed time for students and parents to bond and build common ground.

“Every day and every moment was something new and
beautiful for me. I could see the joy and happiness of my
son and his enthusiasm towards everything we put together
and learned. It was a pleasure to be able to participate with
him in these new adventures.”
-Maria, Alex’s Mother
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What do you hope your son Tamarion will take
away from going to Space Camp?
Tamarion has always been curious with electronics
and anything like a puzzle. He is always thinking outside of the box because of his TBI, which slows him
down some. He tries very hard to learn as much as
his class. The S.T.E.A.M. program has opened up a
whole new world of science to him. He is very curious and soaks up things like a sponge. I asked him
why he wanted to go to Space Camp. He said he has
always wanted to know, how do they get the rockets
in the air? How do they breathe up there and is it
really like the movies?
In Tamarion’s life, he has just had me to look to, and
to help him understand what a man is supposed to
do. I always told him he can do
anything even be an astronaut.
The experience will be great for
Ruth Hill, (pictured top right corner) participates in a simulated mission. Tamarion, (pictured bottom left corner) tries
out the 1/16 gravity chair.
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The goal of Vision for Families is to strengthen the ties between school and home, understanding that education is a holistic process. We aim to provide supplemental support for students by
holding monthly meetings with expert speakers and key components, such as reading circles, parent workshops and community dinners, to help tackle the challenges affecting parents, their children and the community.
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Read with Me! Strategy-based school day program that motivates youth to excel academically through small group reading and instruction. This literacy program provides appropriate reading intervention to help students meet academic
standards and goals. The program sets students up to enter the 5th grade on
their targeted reading level to compete with their peers and continue academic
success.

When I first met Prentice Williams, a 2nd Grader from Sherman School of Excellence, I found him to be a very kind and an intelligent student. He was always willing to expand his knowledge and engage in all the activities. During the PreAssessment, I was surprised that he was reading at a 4th grade level. However, he
needed help with pronunciation. Throughout the Read with Me! program, we were
able to work on this together and Prentice is now reading at a 6th grade level.
- Markessa Hughes (JRJF Program Coordinator)
Pictured Left: Prentice (standing on right) and classmate show off their poster of
Michael’s Golden Rules.
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