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James R. Jordan Foundation  
PO Box 11698 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
 
(312) 751-9696 
www.jamesjordanfoundation.com 

The James R. Jordan Foundation is dedicated to creating 
networks of support for families and communities. We   
exist to strengthen families, motivate youth and ensure high 
quality academic opportunities for children in underserved 
communities. Together with our partners, we make a      
difference. We empower children to achieve their full    
academic potential, and we level the playing field for them 
to become productive contributors in society. 

http://www.jamesjordanfoundation.com/
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Dear Friends, 
  
As a grassroots organization, James R. Jordan Foundation works to meet the needs of youth 
who do not necessarily have access to resources to succeed academically. Our goal is to level 
the playing field for these students and see them advance to higher education, whether college 
or vocational school.  
  
Each year the academic achievements of our students reflect the effort and support of the 
foundation and its partners. This year we continued to see improvement in our Read with Me! 
program as the reading levels for participating students increased an average of 2.5 reading 
levels. Our A-Team Scholars remained motivated and we had the pleasure of awarding our 
highest earning student, Rosa Tovar, with $4,775 to launch her college journey. Through Vi-
sion for Families we saw the attendance of parents increase and parents become more active 
involved in their childrenõs academic path while being stimulated themselves.  
  
With your support and commitment, we are continuing to impact the lives of youth and 
providing them with a brighter vision for the future. We are profoundly grateful for your in-
vestments in the lives of the youth and their families as we strive to ensure that they have the 
resources and support to be successful.  
  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
    
   
 
 

Jodie Benjamin 
Corporate Board President  
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Connect 
Connect students to resources through partnerships.  
 
Having the adequate resources makes a difference in achieving success. We work with  
partners, sponsors, and volunteers to make much needed resources and opportunities  
available to students.  

Partners and sponsors at our Year End Events. Pictured top left: Deloris Jordan, JRJF and Fernando 
Diaz, Illinois State Treasurerõs office congratulates A-Team Scholar, Jenna Verdick. Top right: Johnathan April, 
College Greenlight Representative share scholarship information. Bottom photo: Chip Johnson, Chicago Public Schools, 
Jodeen Benjamin, JRJF Board, Julia Potter, JRJF Board, Nazario Bueno, Wynndalco Enterprises, Britta McKenna 
and Dr. Adrienne Coleman, Illinois Academy of Math and Science (IMSA) and Debra Wesley Freeman, JRJF 
Advisory Board. 

The goal of A-Team Scholars is to       

increase educational opportunities for  

students in underserved communities.  

Students in grades 4-12 are awarded 

scholarship money based on scholastic 

achievement, character and integrity. 

They receive $50 for every òAó and $25 

for every òBó earned per quarter in  

reading, math, writing and science.  The 

scholarships are invested in Bright    

Directions 529 college savings plans, 

and are available to the students upon 

enrollment in a higher education, college 

or vocational school.  
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2015-2016 High School Graduation Dinner 

 

Pictured to left: Students from the A-Team 
Scholars 2016 graduating class with Deloris 
Jordan, JRJF and Fernando Diaz, Illinois State 
Treasurerõs Office.  Pictured above: Rosa 
Tovar, highest earning A-Team Scholar, receives a 
laptop from Nazario Bueno and Jose Flores, 
Wynndalco Enterprises, at graduation dinner.   
 

A Team Alum, Diamond Cole earned over $2,800 in scholarship dollars 
during her time as an A-Team Scholar from middle school to high school. 
After her freshman year at Illinois State University in 2013, she served as 
guest speaker for the Graduation Dinner, sharing her first year of college 
experiences. She returned again this year as a college graduate, reflecting  
on how A-Team helped her in achieving her goals and encouraging our 
graduates to make the best of their college years. Diamond is continuing 
her education by pursuing a graduate degree from DePaul University. 
 
 

Diamond Cole, Senior  
Illinois State University  
former Victor Herbert/R. Nathaniel Dett student 
A-Team Scholars Class of 2012 
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Alex Debolt 
A-Team Scholar  
Class of 2016 

Attending a university 2,000 miles away from home was an eye-opening experience for me. I was provided 

the opportunity to meet diverse people from all walks of life and learn different perceptions of the world. 

Having transferred to the University of Southern California during my junior year at, I experienced and over-

came a stressful, yet rewarding time.  Navigating several learning curvesñnew classes, a new schedule, a new 

city. Participating in high school groups, teams and advanced placement classes made it much easier to accli-

mate to my new environment.  

I knew that high school was going to be a lot work in order to get into the right college and joining A-Team 

only motivated me more to do better. Being a part of A-Team definitely took a financial weight off my fami-

lyõs shoulders, especially since attending school out of state is not cheap.  

A big thank you to James R. Jordan Foundation for taking the time to create this opportunity for me and my 

classmates. I have learned that it takes many hands and a lot of effort to continue this type of work for so 

long. I just really appreciate you for believing in me. I hope to start my own non-profit organization and one 

day help kids as you have helped me.  

In order to excel in life, you need more than just graduating with good grades and attending college. You 

need to be a well-rounded individual who is responsible and respectful. A-Team helped me hone those 

qualities in myself. There was more to earning scholarship money than just getting the ôAõ,  I was ex-

pected to have good attendance and behavior.  

Because of A-Team, I learned to hold myself accountable for my actions and what I wanted for my fu-

ture. The lessons I have learned led me to become one of my graduating classõ highest earners and I  

could not be more proud and ready to take on college. I am attending North Central College with a goal 

to become a physical therapist. Through the support of the A-Team program, I will reach it. Thank you 

to the James R. Jordan Foundation for  not only making college more affordable for my family, but for 

helping me understand the importance of character, hard work and perseverance.  

 

June Castro 
 A-Team Scholar Alum  

Class of 2014 

A-Team Scholar Alumni Spotlight 
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William H. 
Brown 

R. Nathaniel 
Dett 

Sherman 
School of 
Excellence 

 

¶ 383 students enrolled in A-Team Scholars in 
2015-16 year  

¶ 2,234 students enrolled in A-Team Scholars 

since 2008 
¶ $340,000 scholarship dollars withdrawn by 

high school graduates since 2009 

A-Team Scholars Stats  

 

Alabama A&M 
Aurora University  
Ball State University 
Benedictine University  
Campbellsville University  
Chicago State University  
Dillard University 
Highland Community College 
Illinois State University 
Indiana University Northwest 
Indiana University-Purdue 
Iowa Central Community College 
Johnson and Wales University  
Kennedy King College 
Kishwaukee College 
Lincoln College  
Lincoln University  
Loyola University Chicago 
Mississippi Valley State University 

North Central College  
Northern Illinois University  
Purdue University  
Rockford University  
Saint Maryõs University, Winona 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale 
Southern Illinois University,  
Edwardsville 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
University of Illinois, Springfield 
U of I, Urbana-Champaign 
University of Indianapolis  
University of Missouri, Columbia 
University of Southern California 
University of St. Francis 
University of Texas in Rio Grand Valley 
University of Mexico 
Waubonsee Community College 

Colleges and Universities A-Team Scholars have attended 

Total quarterly earnings per school 

William H. 
Brown 

R. Nathaniel 
Dett 

Sherman 
School of 
Excellence 

Average quarter GPAs per school 

William H. 
Brown 

R. Nathaniel 
Dett 

Sherman 
School of 
Excellence 
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Read with Me! is a strategy-based school 

day program that motivates youth to excel 

academically through small group reading 

and instruction. The goal for Read with 

Me! is for students to speak proper English 

language and comprehend what they are 

reading while maintaining or improving 

their motivation to read. Our Reading Co-

ordinator spends 30-45 minutes every week 

with groups of students from pre-k 

through 3rd grade at our partner schools. 

We provided pre- and post-assessments to 

the students to determine their growth dur-

ing the school year.  

Support 
Support student academics through skill development, parental involvement and support.  
 

Students with early positive learning experiences cultivates a long-term interest in 
their overall academic career. We support our students through mentoring, skill 
development and family advocacy.  

Students are encouraged to develop reading skills through Read with Me! and Vision 
for Families. In 2015-16, 260 parents participated in Vision for Family nights, where 
they learned ways to stay actively engaged in the lives of their children through the 
reading component, activities, workshops and community dinners.   

8 
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Read with Me! Stats  

¶ During the 2015-16 school year, 42 students 
were enrolled in the Read with Me! program. 

¶ 50% of students in the program improved at 
least 3 reading levels. 

¶ On average, students improved by 2.5  
reading levels.  

 

36% 

21% 

43% 

Grade demographics of students  
all partner schools 

Average reading level   
improvement of students  

Deyki Mitchell is a Sherman 
School of Excellence student. He 
enjoys reading because he be-
lieves books are funny and that he 
can learn new words. His interests 
are in reading about Ancient 
Egypt and books with riddles and 
jokes. Deyki started the school 
year off at reading level C and 
worked hard to move up four 
levels to end the school year at a 
level G. This move represents a reading category advancement for 
Deyki in which he went from reading books with strong picture sup-
port, repetitive patterns, large print, wide letter spacing and familiar 
topics to those with more lines per page, more complex sentence 
structure, less repetitive patterns and picture and familiar topics but 
greater depth. Deyki is an enthusiastic learner with a positive outlook. 
He came to each reading session excited and ready to learn! 

Ayanna Evans is a student at 
William H. Brown Elemen-
tary School. She enjoys read-
ing because she likes to learn 
in a small group and help 
others read. She also loves 
participating in readerõs thea-
ter and acting. Ayanna started 
the school year off at a read-
ing level E, and moved up 
four reading levels to end the 
school year at a level I. This 

move represents a within category movement for Ayanna characterized 
by an increase in her ability to read books with more lines of print per 
page, more complex sentences structure, less dependency on repetitive 
patterns and pictures and familiar topics but greater depth. Ayanna was 
first disinterested in reading but ended the year as an eager volunteer to 
read, answer questions and help other students.  

Student Spotlight 
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Excellence 
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Maximize 
Maximize the students potential and opportunities to grow. 
 

We work to maximize studentsõ potential encouraging them to view themselves as 
future leaders, innovators and visionaries who will impact their communities and 
society. Our goal is to help them enter high school ahead of the curve and be com-
petitive through development of S.T.E.A.M. skills.  

The goal of YEP+STEM was to provide 
students with an early exposure to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathe-
matics) learning experiences and entrepre-
neurial skill development.   
 
This year, James R. Jordan Foundation 
integrated the Arts component as they re-
alized the growing demand as an addition 
to S.T.E..M. learning.  
 
S.T.E.A.M. is a year-round program expos-
ing communities of African Americans, 
Latinos and persons of lower economic 
backgrounds to S.T.E.A.M. resources and 
professional skills, ultimately placing them 
in the forefront of students entering higher 
education and careers.  

Microsoft Volunteer Day 2016 - We 
teamed up with Microsoft to help Mrs. Dol-
ly, Sherman School of Excellence Science 
Teacher, align S.T.E.A.M. activities with 
current lesson plans. Using Microsoft Sur-
faces and interactive software, 50 students 
gained supplemental learning on Earth-
quakes, Infectious Diseases, Body Systems 
and Art applications. 

Microsoft Volunteers from Chicago, Washington 
D.C., Detroit, Indianapolis and Ohio helped make Mi-
crosoft Volunteer Day a memorable experience for the 
students.  

10 
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S.T.E.M. and Entrepreneurship Experience Camp Summer 2015 

The James R. Jordan Founda-
tion STEM and Entrepreneur-
ship Experience Camp, through 
exposure to build STEM capaci-
ty and development of entrepre-
neurial skills, provided students 
from partner schools with a 
snippet of what is involved in 
STEM and what it means to be 
an entrepreneur. The overall 
goal of the program was met. 
Based on the findings of the 
pre/post assessments, the stu-
dents wanted to learn and be 
engaged in STEM. There is  

evidence of growth in STEM interest, confidence and overall STEM capacity.  
 
STEM capacity is the ability to do, experience, understand and become successful in STEM 
endeavors. In James R. Jordan STEM and Entrepreneurship Experience Camp, the meas-
urement of STEM capacity was inclusive of STEM motivation and STEM support levels. As a result of the camp, the high level of 
STEM capacity increased in approximately 6% of the participants. This suggests that STEM capacity can be further developed with 

Research and report prepared by: Adrienne Coleman, Ed.D.  http://works.bepress.com/
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Changes in STEM Capacity 

Pre-Assessment Post Assessment 



12 

 

Total quarterly earnings per school 

Student Spotlight 

Symone Dixon, a 7th grade student who attends 
our partner school, Sherman School of Excellence, 
participated  in a week-long Summer Residential 
Camp for Mathematics at Illinois Mathematics and 
Science Academy (IMSA) in Aurora, Illinois.  
 
òWe did team building activities and I had a chance to learn 
new things like Fibonacci numbers and the Pascal triangle. 
We also had a chance to make our own game.ó  
 

Since attending the camp, Symone has been more focused in school. 
She has taken what she has learned from the program and applied it to 
her academic studies. Teachers have mentioned that her grades are bet-
ter than ever and her attitude towards learning has improved.  
 
òI thought it was a good experience to be away from home for a week because it pre-
pared me for what college is like. I also made a lot of new friends.ó  
 
Attending IMSA helped Symone take one step closer to her dream. She 
aspires to one day be a Math or Science teacher   
 
òThank you for the opportunity to go, I had a great time. I would like to go again 
next year and attend the Science Camp.ó 

 
Symoneõs mother was nervous when she found out her daughter had 
received a scholarship to attend the IMSA Camp. However, after visit-
ing the school, meeting the teachers and staff, and learning the benefits 
of the program, she was excited for Symone to attend.  
 
òSymone was not as focused in school as she should have been but after the camp, 
she was much more enthusiastic. Sheõs teaching her little cousins what sheõs learned 
and she is tutoring her siblings, helping them with their homework. 
 
Itõs always been her dream to be a teacher and I hope continuing with these pro-
grams will help her achieve her goal.ó 
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Students at William H. Brown 
Elementary School partnered 
with the James R. Jordan Foun-
dation in response to the needs 
of those impacted by the water 
crisis in Flint, Michigan. 
 
A-Team students are encouraged 
to be active in making an impact 
in their community and the lives 
of others.  

James R. Jordan Foundationõs 
Reading Coordinator, Grace 
Kim and A-Team Coordinator, 
Amber Gilliam, joined Read 
with Me! student, Ayanna from 
William H. Brown in  the Girls 
on the Run 5k held June 4, 
2016. 

Beyond the Classroom 


